
WRT 1060, Winter 2021
Major Assignment 3: Video Essay
[bookmark: _Hlk63781672]Length: 
· Video essay – 5 to 10 minutes long
· Reflection essay – 1 to 1.5 pages double spaced 
Due: Monday, April 19, 11:59pm; video submission via email, reflection submission via Moodle

Background: The “video essay” is a genre that has gained popularity on the Internet over the last couple of years. Even if you have not heard of the term “video essay” before, chances are you may have encountered them on YouTube or other streaming platforms. 

As defined by Augustana University’s Mikkelsen Library, “video essays combine different forms of media such as video (film), audio (voice-over, music, sounds), and text to study or analyze a topic. Many have structures similar to a written essay, with an introduction, body, and conclusion. An effective video essay will have a strong argument.”

As an example, here is one of my favorite video essays: “In Praise of Chairs” by the YouTube channel Every Frame a Painting.

Objective: For Major Assignment 3, you will use Adobe Spark, a free, online design app to create a video essay. Adobe Spark is a fairly straightforward app and even though it does not have a ton of functionality, it has all the necessary features to create a basic video essay. Do not worry if you have no video editing experience – we will go over how to use Adobe Spark together as a class.

Alternatively, if you have experience using more advanced editing software and would prefer to compose your video essay using that instead, please come talk to me.

In terms of topic, you may choose whatever topic you are interested in exploring further. Again, we will use term substitution/concept mapping to help us generate a potential idea. You may even choose to re-interpret your Major Assignment 2, this time establishing your argument in the form of a video essay instead of a research paper.

Regardless of your topic, there are certain elements that must appear in your video essay:
· Visuals (video footage, gifs, screenshots, or a combination of all three)
· Audio (music, dialogue, sound effects, or a combination of all three)
· Voiceover/narration (you must come up with a script and narrate your video essay)
· Your video essay must at minimum have an overarching argument, discussion of credible evidence, and articulation of the stakes. (Background and counterargument, while encouraged, are not required.) 
 
Please note: You may have some text appear in your video essay (for example, to caption something or as a title slide), but they should be kept at a minimum. If your video essay starts to resemble a PowerPoint presentation, you most likely have too much text!

In addition to your video essay, I would like you to also write a brief reflection that explains your composing and design process. In your reflection, I would like to see you summarize your visual choices, audio choices, word choices in your narration, and your decisions in terms of editing/transitioning between scenes and ideas.

Most importantly, be sure to also explain why you made a certain design choice. In other words, what led you to make certain decisions over others? Don’t just say something surface level like “I incorporated memes into my video essay because they were funny and relevant to my topic.” Instead, reflect on the common characteristics of the video essay genre, the tone you want to establish as the author, and the feeling(s) you want to evoke in your audience.  
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